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Abstract 

This doctoral research will systematically describe the use of the Luxembourgish language on 

Facebook (a well-known Social Network Site). The main objective of the research consists in 

building on current theoretical frameworks of computer-mediated communication (CMC), and to 

improve the knowledge of Luxembourgish language patterns used in this popular new 

communication mode. The project intends to cross theoretical and methodological frameworks in 

order to increase the empirical knowledge on Luxembourgish language.A corpus will be created 

with a one-year longitudinal measurement of Facebook users. This method allows for quantifiable 

results. Public comments and messages from Luxembourgers will be collected to form the body 

of data. This collection of messages on users? ?walls? will be analyzed and classified according 

to various linguistic characteristics. The main focus aims to reveal the effects of digital online 

communication on structures and functions of written language. The orthography and spelling 

forms of the corpus will be monitored to analyze possible language change tendencies in the 

Luxembourgish language. This research also includes the analysis of relevant code-switching 

patterns. The project assumes that this new sort of communication on social network sites is a 

special kind of typed form but with certain aspects of oral communication. It should enable the 

researcher to measure newly developed linguistic features of written Luxembourgish in this new 

form of communication. Relevant patterns will be compared, validated, and structured.The 

communication mode of SNS enables the possibility to analyze a more user related language 

variation instead of genre related. This sociolinguistic analysis aims to demonstrate the link 

between social characteristics and the linguistic variability to create a classification of 

sociolinguistically relevant variation patterns. The results will contribute to the current 

understanding of the theoretical background related to CMC, as well as increase the knowledge 

of the use of Luxembourgish. 


